
who deliberately abuse it are choos-
ing the way of death. But those who
corne to God's Word, believe it, and
act on it are choosing the way of life.

When spokesmen of God declare
these two ways and make clear to
people the two alternatives, people
are not always pleased. They don't
always want to hear the truth and
may not appreciate those who speak
it. Jeremiah and other prophets,
some of whom are listed in Hebrews
11, were wonderful spokesmen' of
God who heard God's voice and who
set before the people of their times
the truth of God's Word. Hebrews 11
describes how some of these prophets
and believers were treated in re-
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Jeremiah, an Old Testament
prophet, has been called the weep-

ing prophet because he was always
weeping over Israel when they turned
away from God.1 Regardless of what
people may call those who seek God
and His way, God still reveals Him-

1. Jeremiah 13:15-17; 22:9,10; 48:29-32.
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It is God's Word which sets before mankind the two
presented these choices to the

self to the meek. And sometimes
what God reveals is intended to give
the unbeliever, who is meek, an op-
portunity to leave his spiritual dark-
ness and the valley of death and to
follow the way of life. Jeremiah was
God's messenger to offer God's plan
to the people of his day. "There are
two ways before you," Jeremiah told
the children of Israel. "One way is
the way oflife; the other is the way of
death. Now you choose which you will
follow. You choose your destiny."

I think we of The Way Ministry
are again setting before the people of
our time those two choices-the way
of life and the way of death. Those
who reject God's Word and those



choices of life and death. Jeremiah, as God's spokesman,
inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Judah.

sponse to their speaking for God.
Hebrews 11:37 and 38:
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder
[cut up into pieces], were tempted, were
slain with the sword: they wandered about
in sheepskins and goatskins [The skins of
freshly skinned animals were sewed
on them. When the skins dried, the
bodies would be compressed inside.];
being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
(OJ whom the world was not worthy:) they
wandered in deserts, and in mountains,
and in dens and caves oj the earth.

These were men and women of
God who in their day and in their
time endeavored to carry out God's
Word; they held it forth to the best of
their abilities. The people's response

to these men and women of God was
what we just read. And people
haven't changed. Some individuals,
yes, but whole nations, no. We must
still come to the position of again set-
ting before people what I believe is
the way of life for those who believe
God's Word and the way of death for
those who do not, regardless of their
response to the person presenting the
choice.

You set the Word before people
and people make up their minds
whether they want to believe it or
whether they don't want to believe it.
Those who believe it get the results of
their believing. Those who do not
believe it get the consequences of

their unbelief. For those who believe,
it is the way of life. For those who do
not believe, it is the way of death.

In the Book of Jeremiah, we are
certainly impressed by the number of
times Jeremiah was instructed by
God to offer the inhabitants ofJudah
a way of escape from the doom which
their unbelief would bring upon
them. By chapter 19 of Jeremiah,
where this study begins, God had
repeatedly told Jeremiah to declare to
the people of Jerusalem and Judah
that unless they destroyed their idols
and returned to worshiping Jehovah,

.they would be taken captive to
Babylon for seventy years. Literal
captivity would be their consequence
for not heeding God's voice via the
Prophet Jeremiah. Now, the people
didn't want to hear this! They didn't
want to rid themselves of their idola-
try; they didn't want to change. So
God once again told JeremIah to go
to the people of Jerusalem and pro-
nounce their doom to them.
Jeremiah 19: 14 and 15:
Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither
the Lord had sent him to prophesy; and he
stood in the court oj the Lord's house [the
Temple]; and said to all the people,
Thus saith the Lord oj hosts, the God oj
Israel; Behold, I will bring upon this city
and upon all her towns all the evil that I
have pronounced against it, because they
have hardened their necks, that they might
not hear my words.

Jeremiah's declaration of God's
revelation to him-"I [God] will
bring upon this city and upon all her.
towns all the evil that I have pro-
nounced against it"-was not news
received with appreciation and
meekness. In the days of the Prophet
Jonah, the entire city of Nineveh
responded to a similar warning and
penitently turned to God. But the
people of Judah rejected the preach-
ing of Jeremiah and felt no remorse,
refusing to hearken to God's Word.
In fact, the Book of Jeremiah con-
tinues this account by telling the
abuse which Jeremiah had to endure
for having been God's spokesman.

Jeremiah 20:1:
Now Pashur the son oj Immer the priest,
who was also chief governor in the house oj
the Lord, heard that Jeremiah prophesied
these things.

We are about to find out how this
man Pashur dealt with God and
God's man, Jeremiah. Clearly
Pashur was a man of prestige and
authority. Besides being the son of a
priest, thus having status in the
religious circles of his time, he was
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also the "chief governor in the house
of the Lord," the Temple. What an
elevated position of leadership to
have! Such religious and social
prestige!

But Pashur, the son of a priest and
the chief ruler of the Temple, was
neither meek nor open to God and His
Word as delivered by the Prophet
Jeremiah.
Verse 2:
Then Pashur smote [nakah] Jeremiah the

prophet, and put him in the stocks that
were in the high gate of Benjamin, which
was by the house of the Lord.

the house," the Temple. By pun-'
ishing Jeremiah in the area of the
house of Jehovah, Pashur made the
prophet a public exhibition at the
very place where God said He would
meet His people. Pashur was making
a mockery of God's spokesman, and
therefore a mockery of God, in the
very area of God's own House!

First of all, Pashur had Jeremiah
beaten with thirty-nine lashes. Then
he put him in stocks at the high gate
of Benjamin, making him an exam-
ple and causing fear in the people so
that they would not believe Jer-

It took a lot of courage for a man in Jeremiah's
position-having just been beaten, put in stocks,
and publicly disgraced-to speak out with the
greatness of the truth of God's Word at the moment
of his release.

When Pashur heard that Jeremiah
had prophesied Judah's doom,
"Pashur smoteJeremiah the prophet."
Jeremiah hadn't hurt anybody. He
wasn't out stealing from people. He
wasn't going around destroying
property. And yet Pashur, this man
of prestige and authority, a man
highly respected by the vast majority
of the people, smote Jeremiah the
prophet, God's spokesman.

Now what do you think of when
you read, "Pashur smote Jer-
emiah"? What exactly did Pashur
do? Maybe you never gave it much
thought. It's just a word, "smote."
The Hebrew word for "smote" is
nakah. Deuteronomy explains what
this word means, which is translated
"beaten" in Deuteronomy 25.
Deuteronomy 25:2 and 3:
... if the wicked man be worthy to be
beaten [nakah], that the judge shall cause
him to lie down, and to be beaten [nakah 1
before his face, according to his fault, by a
certain number.
Forty stripes he may give him, and not ex-
ceed: lest, if he should exceed, and beat
[nakah] him above these with many
stripes, then thy brother should seem vile
unto thee.

Pashur' forced Jeremiah to endure
thirty-nine lashes with a whip. That's
how Pashur smote Jeremiah. Then he
had Jeremiah put into stocks, with his
hands, his -feet," and his neck locked
between tWb large pieces of wood, at
the high gate of Benjamin.

The high gate of Benjamin was at
the north side of the Temple area,
leading to the city. This gate was "by

6 The Way Magazine/March-April 1985

emiah's pronouncement of doom. If
anyone believed what Jeremiah said,
they would receive the same treat-
ment he had received. Nobody
would dare to listen to him, to follow
him, or to join him.

Pashur left Jeremiah in the stocks
all day and all night to punish and
disgrace him and to spread fear and
thereby to maintain control over the
whole city.

Jeremiah 20:3:
And it came to pass on the morrow [the
next day1, that Pashur brought forth

Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said
Jeremiah unto him, The Lord hath not
called thy name Pashur, but Magor-
missabib.

Pashur was causing people to fear.
Jeremiah told Pashur, "The Lord
did not speak of you as 'Pashur,'
meaning 'most noble.' That's not
your name so far as God is con-
cerned. Your name is 'Magor-
missabib,' 'fear all around. ' " It took
a lot of courage for a man in Jer-
emiah's position-having just been
beaten, put in stocks, and publicly
disgraced-to speak out with the
greatness of the truth of God's Word
at the moment of his release. Would
you have had that much boldness?
Verses 4 and 5:
For thus saith the Lord, Behold, 1will
make thee a terror [magor] to thyself [I'll
make you have fear yourself), and to
all thy friends: and they shall fall by the
sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall
behold it: and I will give all Judah into the
hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall
carry them captive into Babylon, and shall

slay them with the sword.
Moreover I will deliver all the strength of
this city [all the manpower], and all the
labours thereof, and all the precious things
[valuables1 thereof, and all the treasures
of the kings of Judah will I give into the
hand of their enemies, which shall spoil
them, and take them, and carry them to
Babylon.

It was not God's will that this
should happen to Judah, but the
people caused it to happen by their
unbelief, by their rejection of God,
and by their treatment of God's
prophet, Jeremiah, who spoke for
God. When they rejected the way of
life and treated Jeremiah with con-
tempt, it was as if God were being
treated with contempt.

Man can do a lot of things; but
there is one thing he can't do and get
away with-and that is to mock God.
It may look like he's getting away
with it at times, but don't be fooled.
It looked that way here when Pashur
was wielding authority. But circum-
stances change. Pashur's life wasn't
over yet.

Jeremiah had the boldness to look
directly at Pashur and say, "Look,
you can put me in stocks, you can
beat me, that's okay. But I want to
tell you something: You and all
Judah are going to suffer because
you have not obeyed my warning."
Verse 6:

And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in
thine house shall go into captivity: and thou
shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt
die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all
thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied
lies.

Pashur could make a public mock-
ery of the prophet. But in the end,
the truth of God would indeed pre-
vail. The prophesied end of Pashur,
the powerful chief officer of the Tem-
ple, was death in Babylon along with
his friends. The Word of the Lord
was spoken clearly by Jeremiah, and
that's exactly what happened.

After seeing the boldness of Jer-
emiah in the first six verses of Jel--
emiah 20, the next three verses in the
King J ames Version seem out of
character for him.
Verses 7-9:
o Lord, thou hast deceived me, and 1was
deceived: thou art stronger than 1, and hast
prevailed: 1am in derision daily, every one
mocketh me.
For since 1spake, 1 cried out, 1 cried
violence and spoil,' because the word of the
Lord was made a reproach unto me, and a
derision, daily.
Then I said, 1will not make mention of



him, nor speak any more in his name. But
his word was in mine heart as a burning
fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary
with forbearing, and I could not stay.

These three verses are hard to un-
derstand after observing Jeremiah's
forthrightness in the preceding
verses. A much better and a clearer
translation of verses 7, 8, and 9 is
found in Dr. George M. Lamsa's
Aramaic translation:
Oh Lord, thou hast comforted me, and I
am comforted; thou art stronger than I, and
hast prevailed; I have become a laughing-
stock daily, everyone mocks me.

Jeremiah couldn't bear not to speak
God's Word.

Worn down by the smiting, the
ridicule, and the mocking, Jeremiah
had wanted to close his mouth and
stay out of trouble. But then just as
he was going to withdraw and be
quiet, God's Word became like a
burning fire in his heart. God's
Word welled up within Jeremiah. He
could not keep silent. As God's Word
burned in his heart and in his
bones-his whole inner being- Jer-
emiah couldn't keep still. He had to
speak what he was called by God to

Man is like the grass of the field-here today and
gone tomorrow. It's the Word of God that remains.
It is God's Word which sets before mankind the two
choices of life and death.

For at the time when I spoke and cried out,
I spoke against the extortioners and against
the robbers; because the word of the Lord
has becomefor me a reproach and derision
daily.
Then I said, I will not make mention of
him [the Lord], nor speak any more in his
name. But his word became in my heart
like a burning fire kindling in my bones;
and I sought to be patient, but I could not
endure it. 2

This is tremendous. How wonder-
ful these words of Jeremiah are.
Jeremiah praises God for being his
comfort. "Lord, you've comforted
me. I am at peace."

Within himself Jeremiah was as
every human being would have been
in his situation. He wanted to be
respected, loved, and blessed. He
wasn't speaking God's Word just
because he wanted to make trouble.
He spoke God's Word because that
was the only thing he knew to do.
But then as he spoke God's Word, he
was punished for it by people's
reproach, derision, and mocking. As
a human being, Jeremiah became
discouraged. Who wants to be a
laughingstock and suffer reproach?
Jeremiah became weary of this, and
his emotions almost overcame him.
He thought that if he didn't mention
Jehovah or speak in His name any-
more, people would leave him alone.
But then, Jeremiah declared, "His
word became - in my heart like a
burning fire kindling in my bones. ' ,

2. George M. Lamsa, trans., The Holy Bible from
Ancient Eastern Manuscripts (Nashville, Tenn.: A.J.
Holman, 1957).

speak no matter what the conse-
quences; otherwise, he said he could
not have endured it.

Throughout the centuries, men
have come and gone, but the Word of
God has lived and will continue to
abide forever. Jeremiahs come and
go, but the Word of God that they
proclaim comes to pass. It's the
Word of God that comes to pass. And
it's the Word of God that stands no
matter what men say, think, or do.
Don't be fooled by the world. Do you
think the people of the world have
power? Man has no power. Man is
like the grass of the field-here today
and gone tomorrow. It's the Word of
God that remains. It is God's Word
which sets before mankind the two
choices of life and death. Jeremiah,
as Qod's spokesman, presented these

choices to the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem and all Judah in his day.
Jeremiah 21:8:
... I set beforeyou the way of life, and the
way of death.

The choice is that sharp. You've
got to make up your mind whether
you're going to believe God's Word
or whether you're going to believe
the Pashurs who speak contrary to
God's Word.
Hebrews 1:12:
For the word of God is quick [living], and
pouierful [energetic], and [the Word of
God is] sharper than [or above] arry
twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul [natural life]
and spirit [spiritual life], and of the

joints and marrow, and [the Word of
God] is a discerner [critic; the Word of
God is the critic] of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart [the mind of man].

The Word of God is the critic. Yet
many people think that they are the
judges of God and His Word. Man
always gets things backward when he
goes his own way.

You must make up your mind
whether or not you're going to walk
for God and live according to His
Word. Whether or not you live ac-
cording to that Word, now and
always the Word of God is still your
critic. We, of our own free will,
choose either the way of life or the
way of death. Pashur couldn't out-
smart God by ridiculing the person
who spoke God's Word. Neither can
we outsmart God by devising our
own ways and working contrary to
His ways. Rather, we need to kindle
the fire of God's Word in our hearts
and let it ignite our lives with the
power of God. Thereby we choose
the way of life. (J
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